giant flying laser scorpion with wings
for piano and cassette recorder
J Simon van der Walt 2026-05-11
Composer’s note
This piece has nothing to do with lasers or scorpions!

Around 2003 | wrote two short movements for piano at the request of a playwright in Canada.
Nothing really came of the project, but I've always wanted to hear the music again.

Now, at the age of 65, looking back on my younger composing self, | have mixed feelings: both

about that time in my life and the notes | put on paper. In recomposing the piece for 2026 I've
taken the opportunity to add a hint of nostalgia.

Performance instructions

You'll need an old-school battery-powered cassette recorder, something like this:

Before the performance, get a blank cassette tape and make a recording of yourself playing
bb19-16 from mvt 1, including the three crotchet pickup at the end of b18.

For the performance, bring the cassette player onstage with the recording cued up and ready to
go. Put the cassette player somewhere the audience can hear and see it, probably on the flat
portion to the right of the music desk.

As indicated in the score, while the chord in mvt 2 b 90 rings on, play back the excerpt from mvt 1
recorded earlier. Listen to the recording as it plays, as if remembering your childhood.

Once the recording is over, stop the cassette and execute the remainder of the piece.

Apology

The notation of the first movement is... unnecessarily complex! | originally created this piece on a
keyboard with no sustain pedal, hence the organ-like treatment of multiple voices. Although there
is surely a more natural way to write and play this on the piano, I've chosen, for reasons of
nostalgia, to go with the original notation.
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Keep pedal down, let chord ring on. While chord continues to ring, start playback on cassette player.
Listen to the recording of mvt 1 bb9-16. When it stops, stop the cassette player, lift pedal and continue:

Off we go again!

97 & — > >
— 5 ' . = =
o) o y, &8 7 T j‘ V$ 7] . T
7 i i (T—/ h ) : i f —
I A\ v | . I !
£ | * S u”%‘
X C m— N
7 & —+to X
1 I‘)

AL

A=l ey
Vel L lell]

: o

Ve

VL AT YRR

v



94 / . .
9 % I @ T //;_ |!} //
G ¢ ErRrTr ey Sa T b
\\.j/ 'ﬁ o : | 7 y.4 7 7 7
i . A fabe
5}: : | ﬂ: ﬁ u./; 2 5 nr ¥ 7
A S
. >
>
98 _— s =
‘ - N “He
LM s sl Lo Lo L2
d T T L4
h ﬂ-'-. .p‘
5‘l: u—l /lﬁF
- L —I| Ll T
— =4 # —— t#
K K

L1

E= S

L1

Ex=

L1

==

~e

P

<

==

<

;Z H ;Z H ;Z H @
- D g g ) l—-ﬁ ~ />\ F/\ 'bm\ =
Qg.' (SEE ﬁE = - R
' DR a— Wy : —
=g 2E =3
0 Y | P ~—
¥ e D s ol
o — ~— Yudted o — ' o ha
S N NS



N

7

N

P

1)) F

~ >

et

poco meno f

A

—

18

%))

>
>

:

o

€

AN

—

[VAY

ie

NN

be

-

1))

—
o

-

2

¥

o

D

b

.D_I_‘

N

:

=

)
#
7

et

o £

122
126

%)y

o)

0

~ .

R

=

~1]

A

>A

—es

s

S ———

/EIIF

S

£

.

pra

1

e

-

VA

v

D

130
137




